
The Mission
The Ali Forney Center (AFC) is more than just a shelter; it's a lifeline for 
homeless LGBTQ+ youth aged 16-24. As the nation's largest provider of 
shelter and comprehensive services for this vulnerable population, AFC aims 
to protect young people from the severe impacts of homelessness. Each year, 
AFC serves nearly 1,800 young individuals by providing more than 378,000 
meals, health and educational services, mental health programs, and more. 
However, the work is far from over, and your support can make a significant 
difference.

What you can do...
In this packet, we have offered five various DIY projects that you and 
your team can do that will directly aid our youth, including the 
procurement and assembly of snack bags, hygiene kits, shaving kits, 
Black Joy kits, as well as birthday cards. 

It is crucial for young people to receive basic necessities and additional 
resources that cater to various aspects of their daily lives. For your 
convenience, we have offered suggested supplies to build each 
package.

DIY VOLUNTEER  PROJECTS



Snack Bags

Volunteer groups are needed to procure and assemble snack bags for AFC's 
24/7 Drop-In Center.  

Consider the bag that you are packing, whether using this as an opportunity 
to give a sustainable and reusable lunch bag or opting for a brightly colored 
paper bag. Here are some recommendations:

Each bag should contain 5-8 non-perishable, individually sealed snacks with 
an expiration date and ingredient list. 

Suggestions include:

This pack is our most essential. Please consider building 50 - 250 bags. If you 
are interested in packing more, please contact Julian X, Development 
Associate, at jx@aliforneycenter.org.

Premium reusable lunch bag or Paper reusable bag with handles

Fruit: Freeze-dried fruit and/or fruit smoothie pouches
Bars: Granola bars and/or protein bars
Healthy Snacks: Trail mix and/or mini pretzels
Indulgences: Nabisco snack packs or fruit snacks

https://www.amazon.com/Insulated-Container-Reusable-Leakproof-Minimalist/dp/B09S5YKX73/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3NGFCN6QIN46D&keywords=mini%2Blunch%2Bbag&qid=1680887592&refinements=p_36%3A1253523011%2Cp_76%3A1249155011&rnid=1249153011&rps=1&s=home-garden&sprefix=mini%2Blunch%2Bbag%2Caps%2C77&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/BagDream-Handles-Assorted-Brithday-5-25x3-75x8/dp/B09B6SWRJD/ref=sxin_16_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.2d0fabf8-7f31-499c-9b47-f16a276623b1%3Aamzn1.sym.2d0fabf8-7f31-499c-9b47-f16a276623b1&crid=334HQP6OWASET&cv_ct_cx=Small%2BGift%2BBags&keywords=Small%2BGift%2BBags&pd_rd_i=B09B6SWRJD&pd_rd_r=31c87367-69d9-48aa-a52b-e823bec41b1b&pd_rd_w=5KY3Q&pd_rd_wg=W8acx&pf_rd_p=2d0fabf8-7f31-499c-9b47-f16a276623b1&pf_rd_r=H2MWY3T2AV56G2E4FW78&qid=1680888071&s=home-garden&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=small%2Bgift%2Bbags%2Cgarden%2C95&sr=1-4-b6abdd27-62b8-4289-b410-d963a80e3e5e-spons&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyNUlTUU1CQ1pLMEJIJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDU2OTMyMzFRR0dVN1JOWE1GQyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNzkyMjU0M0xTNTFWTlIyUDdRTSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX3NlYXJjaF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/ONETANG-Freeze-Dried-Single-Serve-Holiday-Healthy/dp/B09L7WQ21G/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1KBSF9OMKGJCD&keywords=snack+packs+dried+fruit&qid=1680889054&sprefix=snack+packs+dried+fruit%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B091B9YD24?pd_rd_i=B091B9YD24&pf_rd_p=c9fa8100-7286-410a-991c-1fc5f10da1d5&pf_rd_r=VXC3F1RWAT3GDPS31ZFJ&pd_rd_wg=yu2YL&pd_rd_w=NAMfS&pd_rd_r=5abca5d3-6331-4302-ad77-676cdf6f62f3&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Healthy-Snacks-Mixed-Variety-Package/dp/B06XS6WNWW/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=snack+packs&qid=1680889013&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/CLIF-BAR-Energy-Variety-Protein/dp/B07D83162X/ref=sr_1_28?crid=3JK38WHNLAD98&keywords=non+perishable+snacks&qid=1680889379&sprefix=non+perishable+snacks%2Caps%2C72&sr=8-28
https://www.amazon.com/Natures-Garden-Healthy-Trail-Snack/dp/B07D5BCH7D/ref=sr_1_24?crid=1KBSF9OMKGJCD&keywords=snack%2Bpacks%2Bdried%2Bfruit&qid=1680889089&sprefix=snack%2Bpacks%2Bdried%2Bfruit%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-24&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Snyders-Hanover-Pretzels-Snacks-48-count/dp/B01GM3IFXC/ref=sxin_25_b2b_sx_top_picks_acb_mod_primary_new?content-id=amzn1.sym.5ecc5c7c-686e-4608-a0dc-6acf6c6c3228%3Aamzn1.sym.5ecc5c7c-686e-4608-a0dc-6acf6c6c3228&cv_ct_cx=snack+packs+pretzels&keywords=snack+packs+pretzels&pd_rd_i=B01GM3IFXC&pd_rd_r=94720ec6-096a-488a-8ea6-e098584c6e17&pd_rd_w=zdVxE&pd_rd_wg=U4a8O&pf_rd_p=5ecc5c7c-686e-4608-a0dc-6acf6c6c3228&pf_rd_r=RM0H56YDT54W1RSAMCW2&qid=1680889279&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=snack+packs+pret%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-1-ab57425f-010b-46ba-9b54-4c012bcb0387
https://www.amazon.com/Nabisco-Team-Favorites-Mix-Crackers/dp/B06XKHNCZW/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_fused_v3_desktop_ref-tab-0?content-id=amzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0%3Aamzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&cv_ct_cx=snack+packs&keywords=snack+packs&pd_rd_i=B06XKHNCZW&pd_rd_r=7b0fc60b-86c7-4bf9-92e0-c785f24fbff9&pd_rd_w=cRa8u&pd_rd_wg=tf7x0&pf_rd_p=97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&pf_rd_r=2B6MG6QJ91B10WM1B51K&qid=1680888945&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sr=1-8-965fba24-1eed-4536-936e-b447f98a83bc
https://www.amazon.com/WELCHS-Mixed-Fruit-Snacks-Ounce/dp/B00HFC2E82/ref=sr_1_38?crid=1KBSF9OMKGJCD&keywords=snack+packs+dried+fruit&qid=1680889089&sprefix=snack+packs+dried+fruit%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-38


Hygiene Kits

We kindly request that groups create 50 to 200 kits to aid in AFC’s ability to 
store and distribute kits. Each kit should include:

Whenever possible, opt for gender-neutral items (deodorants, body wash, 
etc.) and products suitable for kinky, curly, and textured hair.

Toiletry bag (sturdy and reusable)
Travel-size shampoo, conditioner, body wash, and toothpaste
Deodorant
Body lotion with Shea Butter
Toothbrush and floss
Wet Ones body wipes
Hand sanitizer
Sunblock
Satin silk hair bonnet



Shaving Kits

We kindly request that groups create 20 to 100 kits to aid in AFC’s ability to 
store and distribute kits. Each kit should include:

These shaving kits are not only support all of our youth but are particularly 
valuable to those who identify as trans-femme. They empower our clients, 
helping them feel more comfortable and confident in who they are.

Multi- Blade Razor
Shaving Cream
Soothing Lotion



Black Joy Kits

of AFC clients identify as BIPOC

Each year, AFC supports nearly 1,800 young people, 60% of whom are 
Black. We prioritize providing these young individuals with products 
tailored to their daily needs while also supporting Black-owned 
businesses. 

We kindly request that groups create 50 to 200 Black Joy kits to aid in AFC’s 
ability to store and distribute kits. Here are some suggestions of items to 
include:

Wide-tooth comb
Black Girl Sunscreen
Silk bonnets and shower caps
Juvia's Place lip balm/gloss
Cocoa butter lotion

https://www.amazon.com/BLACK-GIRL-SUNSCREEN-Moisturizing-White-Residue/dp/B0CV9R8DTK/ref=asc_df_B0CV9R8DTK/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10650496298137905513&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9129394&hvtargid=pla-2281435178378&psc=1&mcid=654f4ba28a203f06a06915ea1fe4015a&hvocijid=10650496298137905513-B0CV9R8DTK-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.juviasplace.com/collections/lip-balm
https://www.amazon.com/QUEEN-HELENE-Cocoa-Butter-Creme/dp/B0016BFK2U/ref=sr_1_4?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.amY2Uub58729FV0BYNMKm0XKvTB7j-NxtrjD1Vsh0-X8uCjLtLIDwG9IuOZNEn6OC7ksAXn4PatCeQBibFJ-psTREPbqg_nB7LShSznnPVCkXV-99KxXUrO-LOmMKWtxS9FX_vqq3uudZAenZ6lUx-xQpSlShdi8jXEZgnRbERvu1E8fquQYotNiFJaOkWAgjWnED88-JgAjWu5djEqoLZ-AjSGE9cVWbqYrs_vjipNxy-UUUJGx5VGunPbGgkNsrXqAIgTCQRVdtBqlMD6j5oMWxdHqdmOSPcgXaUjgrJU.WNb4YlTvJrwh2WzulMNB_nFEB1kJUph3n_dSihziOig&dib_tag=se&keywords=Queen+Helene&qid=1723132319&sr=8-4


Birthday Cards
Suggested supplies for creating birthday cards include:

Please avoid materials that can be messy, such as feathers, sequins, and 
glitter. Leave the inside of the card blank for AFC staff to add personalized 
messages.

Sample Cards from Other Groups

Card stock or construction paper
Glue sticks and hot glue gun
Magic markers and stickers
Decorative tape and craft paper
Be creative with buttons, twine, pipe cleaners, rhinestones, other 
decorative pieces



  



How to Send Packages
Please email Julian X, jx@aliforneycenter.org with shipping details 
(approximately number of boxes to be shipped, arrival date, tracking 
information if available. Also, let us know who built the kit by kindly filling out 
the packing slip (see below) in each box you ship.

Please Ship or Drop Off Kits to: 

Ali Forney Center 

Attn: Type of Kit (snack bags, birthday cards, etc.)

307 W 38th Street 

2nd Floor 

New York, NY 10018

mailto:jx@aliforneycenter.org



